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State of Wisconsin Clroult Court ' Manitowae County
STATE OF WISCONSIN _ B e foasa Mo, zunsﬁm&;wa
Plafrdift,
G
_ CRIMINAL COMPLAINT
Brendan R, Dassay
120930A Avary Ruad Casa No.
Two Rivers, Wi 54241
DOB I S50
Sex/Raca: Mo
Defendant,

Thomas Fassbender, Special Agent with the Wisconsin Department of Justice, Division of
Crminal Imvastigations, belng frst duly sworn, stales that:

Count 1: FIRST DEGREE INTENTIONAL HOMICIDE - PTAG, AS A PARTY TO A
CRIME

The above-named defendant on Monday, Oclober 31, 2005, at 12932 Avery Read,
Town of Gisan, Maniiowos Counly, Wisconsin, as a party to a crime, did cause ihe death
of Teresa M. Halbach, with intent to kil that person, conlrary lo sec. S40.07(1)a),
030.50(3)a), 930.05 Wis. Stats, a Class A Felony, and upon mnvlctlon shall be
sentenced o imprisonment for life.

Count 2;: MUTILATING A CORPEE - PTAC, AS A PARTY TO A CRIME

The above-named defendant on Monday, October 37, 2005, at 12932 Avery Road,
Town of Glbson, Manitowor Counly, Wisconsin, as a parly to 3 ¢rime, did muotilate,
disfigure or dismember a corpse with the infent fo conceal a crime, contrary o see.
940.11(1}, 839.50(3)(N, 839.05 Wis. Stats., a Class F Felony, and upon conviction may be
fined net mare than Twenty Five Thousand Doltars {$25,000), or Imprisoned nol more than
twelve {12) years and six (6) months, or both,

Count 3: FIRST DEGREE SEXUAL ASSAULT - PTAC, AS A PARW TO A CRIME

“The above-named defendant on Monday, Qclobor- 31, 2008, at 12932 Avery Road,
Town of Gibsen, Manitowoc Countly, Wisconsin, as a parly to a crime, did have sexual
infercourse with, Teresa K. Halbach, without that person’s consent by use of a dangerous
weapon, contrary to sec. 940.225(1)b), 939.50(3)(b), 93805 Wis. Stals, a -
Clazs B Felony, and upon conviction may t:e senlenced a term nf impriscnment not to

exceed sixty {60) years.

FROBABLE CAUSE;

Cnmplamant states that he Is a Special Agent with the Wisconsin Depariment of Justice,
Division of Criminal Invesligations, and bases this complaint upon the reports “and -
investigations of Depuly Bill Tyson, Depuly Dan Kucharski, Cpl. Leslie Lemieux and
Investigalor Mark Wiegert of the Calumet Counly Sheriffs Depariment, as well as-
statemenls of witnesses Ken Bernett, Leslie Eisenberg, Dr. Donald Simley, Shery.
Cuthane, Karen Halbach, Steve Fanington and stalements of defendants Stevan A, Avery
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and Brandan R. Dassey. The stalements of Depuly Tysen, Depuly Kucharski, Gpl
Lemieux and investigator Wiegert are presuriad o be truthful and relisble as made by
sworn faw enforcement officials; the statemenls of withesses Ken Bennel, Lesle
Eisegnbarg, Dr. Donald Simley, Sherry Cuthane, Karen Halbach, and Steve Harington are
presumed truthful sand reliable as citizen Enfnrmants; and ihe statements of defendants
Stavan A. Avery and Brendan R Dassey are presumed truthful and reliable as they were
made against their penal interests,

Cormplalnant is informed that on November 3, 2005, Karsn Halbach contacled the Calumet
County Shedff's Department. Halbach stated that her daughier, Teresa Marie Halbach,
DOE: 4F 1280, had not been seen or heard from since Maonday, Qctobar 31, 2005
Halbach said it was unusual for Terasa not to have had personal or telephone contact with
her family or friends for that fength of time, Halbach stated that her daughter was driving a
1949 Toyota Rav 4, dark blue in color, bearing Wisconsin license plate #8WHEB2.
Complainant is informed that Corporal Leslis Lemieux of the Calumet Cotnty Sheoriff's
Departmant cobtained Wisconsin Department of Transporlation records for Wisconsin
license piale #SWHBEBZ. The records guilined that the vehicle with Wisconsin license plate
HIWHSE2 is owned by Teresa M. Halbach, and the VIN for said wehiclke Is
JTIHR{OVEXT 113044,

C:nmplain.am T informed that on November 5, 2005, officers received informatign from
volunteer searchers hat they had jocated a vehicle malching the descrlpmn of the vehicie
owned by Teresa Halbach at Avery Aulo Salvage located on Avery Road in the Town of
Gibson, Counlty of Manitowoe, Wisconsin, Volunteer searchers had received verbal
consent to search Avery Auto Salvage vand by Earl Avery, Law enforcemant was provided
with a partial VIN number and detalled description of the Rav 4 locsted at Avery Auto
Salvage, which was consiastent with that balenging to Teresa M. Halbach, During a visual
phservation of the vehicle, law enforcernent officials noted that there were tree branches
cavering the vahicle and alse vehicle pars placed alongside of the vehicle which looked as
though someone had attempled to conceal the vehicle.

On Movember 5, 2005, a search wamrant was obtained and executed for Avery Aulo
Salvage, which included the residences, outbuldings, vehicles and property. During the
exgoution of the search warant, Terssa Halbach's 1999 Tayota Rav 4, VIN
#JTIHPIOVEXT 113044, was found parislly concealed. The vehicle was subsequently
seized, secured in an enclosed trailer and fransported to the Wisconsin Crime Labaratory
for subsequent search and analysis. On November 8, 2005, a preliminary report was
received from the Wisconsin Stete Crime Lab indicating a prasumptive positive finding of
hurmtan blood located within the interior of Teresa Halbach’s vehicle, Stevan Harrington of
the State of Wisconsin Crime Laboratory confiermed that technicians had located the
presumptive human blood in the rear cargo portion of the vehicle as well as near the
ignition area of the vehicle,

Complainant is informed that during a search of the residence of Steven A. Avery, law
enforcement located items of restrainls wilthin Avery's restdence, including handcufis and
leg irohs, Complainant is informed thal on November 6, 2005, Deputy Dan Kucharsii
searched Steven Avery's bedroom localed at 12932 Avery Road, Town of Gibson,

Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, where officers located two firearms, identified as.a .22
caliber semi-automalic tile and a .50 caliber black powder muzzleloader. Also on

Novamber 6, 2005, officers camied cut a search of a detached garage naxt to the Steven
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Avery residerce logated at 12832 Avery Reoad, Town of Gibson, Manitowos County,
Wisconsin, Officers located gleven spent 22 caliber long rifle shell casings on the floor of

ihe garage.

- Complainant is informed that on November 8, 2005, Deputy Dan Kucharski searched
Bteven Avery’s bedroom located at 12832 Awvery Road, Town of Gibson, Manilowoc
County, Wisconsin. Depuly Kucharski and Manitowne Counly Sheriff's Depariment
Lieutenant James Lenk located a Toyola ignition key adjacent to a book case.
Complainant is informed that tha key located in the bedroom of Steven Avery's residance
was successiully used in the ignition of the Toyeta Rav 4 owned by Teresa #. Halbach;
. tha key successfully turned the ignition of the Halbach vehicls,

Complainant is informed that an November 8, 2008, while continuing lo execule the search
watrant of the Avery Avto Salvage properly located on Avery Road in the Town of Gibsan,
Manitowoe County, Wisconsin, law enforcement officials losated two Wisconsin license
plates, bearing Wiscansin license plate #SWHBEB2, in a scrapped vehicle located on the
north end of the salvage yard. The platas were crumpled. The recovered license plates
were later identified as the license plates that belonged o the 1888 Toyola Rav 4 owned
by Tercsa M. Halbach.

Complsinat [ informed thal on November 5, 2005, officers lucated 2 burn barral fiear the
residence of Steven Avery located at 12932 Avery Road, in the Town of Gibson, County of
Manitowoe, Wisconzin,  Inn that burn bamel, officers located a burnad "Magnovox M3
Razor” cell phone and "Cannon Powershot A310° digital camera. Investigators determined
that Teresa Halbach purchased a M3 Razor cell phone in late August of 2005, Halbach
also owned a Powershot A310 digital camcra and used thal camera i her oceupation with
Auto Trader Magazine.

Complainant is Informed that on November 8, 2005, while conlinuing to exacule the search
warrant of the property located near the reskience of Steven Avery located at 12032 Avery
Road in the Town of Gibson, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, officers lorated bone
fragments and teeth in a fire pit area located approximately 20 yards south of a detached
garage that is lacated next o the residence of Steven Avery. Officers also Iacated- -
remnants of sleel belts of tires thal appear o have been ulilizad as fire aceelerants. -

- The-bone fragmants localed were Uansporied by Dornda Freymifler, & special agent with
the Division of Crminal lnvesligations, to Ken Bennetll, a retired forensic anthropologist,
wha identified the bones as being human in natwe. Benneit also determined that based
an the characteristics of the bone, the bones are consistent with an adult hurman female.

On November 14, 2005, Leslie Eisenberg, Forensic Anthrapologist, described the bone
fragments as the obvieus result of mutitation of -a corpse. Eisenberg stated that aknost
avery bone in the bady or body area s present and has been recovered from the scene.

Tooth fragmients that were lpcated in the burn pit area were delivered to Dr. Dongld -

Simley, who is board-certified in ferensm ‘odentology and has been practicing forensic
dentistry since 1981, Dr. Simley's analysis of the teoth fragments fndmated the presencs -

of buman leeih,
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On November 9, 2005, Steven A, Avery provided a statement to your complainant
indicating thal tha victim, Teresa Halbach, was at his home on Qcolober 31, 2005, bebwaan
2:00 and 3:00 p.m. Awvery staled that he resides al 120932 Avery Road in the Town of
Gibson, Manitowoc County, Wiseonsin, Avery denied ever being in the victim's ¢ar and
indicaled that there was ng way his blood could be in her car. Avery admilted o having
parsonal contact with Teresa Halbach that day in his driveway outside of his rasidence.
Avery stated that he paid Teresa Halbach &40 in cash and indicated that Halbach gave
him an Auto Trader Magazine at that time.

On Movember 14, 2005, your complainant reviewed a report submilted by Shery L.
Cuthane, DA Analyst with the Wisconsin Depanment of Justice, Division of Law
Enfarcement Services, Wisconsin Stale Crime Laboratory, Culhane indigates that blood
found in the interior porfion of Teresa Halbach's vehicle {including on the driver's seat; the
ignition area; the front passenger seal; and the rear passengsr door antrance) match the
DNA profile for Steven A. Avery, Culhane also indicates that DNA matenal found on the
Toyeta ignition key, ssized from Avery's bedroom, matched the DNA profile of Slaven A

Awvary.

Culhane's report further indicates that blood found in the rear carge area of the Toyota
Rav 4 was_apalyzed, and found to match DMNA found upon a *Wild Cherry Pepsi” can
recovered from the front console of the vehicle. Culhane indicates boih ONA samples
originate from the same femala individual. Culhane compared both samples ko a DNA
profile generaled frorm a "pap smear” of the victlim, Teresa Halbach, and found the DNA

prafiles to ba a match,

On MNovember 15, 2005, in a preliminary report, Cuthane indicated to your complainant that
a partial DMNA profile developed from charred tissue recavered from the bum area is
consistent with the female DNA profile developed from the human blood stain in Teresa
Halbach's vehicle, as wall as the "Wild Charry Pepsi® can also located in Teresa Halbach's

vehicle, This tissue DNA prafile was further found to be consistent wilh the DMA profile

developed from the viclim's pap smear sample.

On Februasry 27, 2006, Investigator Mark Wiegert of the Calumet County Sheriif's
Department (nterviewed Brandan R. Dassey, DOB: Wkkig1239, who stated that on
Cetober 31, 2005, at approximately 3:45 p.m_, he got off the school bus and went to his
residence which is localed next door o S{euen Avery's residence at 12032 Avery Road,

Dassey slated that he saw Teresa Halbach's vehicle,

On March 1, 2006, Investigator Mark Wiegert and your complainant, Special Agent
Thomas Fassbender, again interviewed the defendant, Brendan R. Dassey,
- DQB; 1011944989, regarding the disappearance and subsequeni homicide of Teresa

. Halbaeh.

Dassey stated that on October 31, 2005, he went to pick up the mail on his bike and, upon .
returning, hie saw that thers was a letler for Steven Avery. Dassey stated that on his way
lo Staven Avery's irafler, he passed a burn barre! localed on Avery's property. Dassey
stated that he ooked into the burn barrel and observed a cell phone and cameta inside of
the harrel. Dassey stated that while approaching the Avery residence on his bike, he

heard screamns for help coming from Aveny's trailer.
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Dassey slated thal he then went to Stoven Avany's trailer o deliver the mail. Dassey
stated that when he approsched the door to Staven Avery's residence, he continued to
hear screams coming from inside the trailer. Dassey described thoze screams as a lemale
woice screaming, "Help me.” Dassey indicated that he knocksd on tha door threa times
and wailed far Steven Avery to come to the door, Dassey stated that aller sevaral
minutes, Sleven Avary came bo the door and Dassey noted that Avery was covered in
sweal, Dassey slated that Steven Avery Invited him infe the kilchen area of the residence.
Dassey stated that Steven Avery asked him if he wanted to get some of that stuff and then
asked Dassey if he warled lp get soma "pussy.” Daszey stated that Steven Avery told
Dassey that he had "fucked” Teresa Halbach and wanted to keep deing It and stated that
he wanled to "fuck her 50 hard.” Dassey indicatog that Steven Awery gncouraged him to
sexually assault Teresa Halbach as well.

Steven Avery lhen escorted Dassey into Steven's bedroom where Dassey observed
Terasa Halbach lying face up on Steven Averys bod. Dassey indicated thet Tanesa
‘Halbach was nude and was restrained to the bed with handeuffs and leg irons, Dasgey
stated that Teresa Halbach was begging him to help her, saying things such as tell him to
stap and don'l do this. Dassey stated thal Steven Avery 1old him to “do her” and “screw
her.” Dassey stated that he then had sexual intercourse with Teresa Halbach while Stoven
Avery walched., Dassey stated that he had sexual Inlercourse with Teresa Halbach for
approximataty-five minutes, Dassey stated thal during this time, Teresa Halt:ach was
asking him not to do i, asking him to 2l Steven to knock It off, and asking him to uncuff

her, and that Halbach was crying.

Dassey staled thal he then put his clothes on, and he and Steven then wen! out into the
fiving room and walched TY. Dassey slated that Steven Avery had ¢clased the bedroom
door. Dassay stated that thoy were in the living room approximately 10 to 15 minttes.
Dassey stated that Steven Avery told him, “That's how you do it" and asked Dassey if it falt
good. Dassey stated that Avery told him he did & good job and that he was proud of Flern,
Dassey stated that Steven Avery told hirm he was going to kil Halbach, specifically tia her.
up, stab her and choke her. Dassey stated thal Sloven Avery also lalked about getting rid
of her body and that ke wanted lo burn her body.

Dassey stated that after approximately 10 minutes, he and Steven Avery retumed to the
hedrocm, where Teresa Halbach was still restrained and begging for help. Dassey slated
that Steven Avery had a kaife, which Dassey described as-being between six and eight
inchés long, that Avery had oblained from the kitchen ares. Dassey stated that Sleven
Avery told Halbach ihat he was going to kil her and thal he was not going 1o let her go,
while threatening her wilh the knife. Dassey stated thal Avery then used the knife and -
stabbed Teresa Halhach in the stormach area. Dassey stated thal Stevan Avery then
handled Dassey the knife znd told Dassey to “cut her throal,” Dassey siated that he then
weant aver to Teresa Halbach and cut her throal with the knife. Dassey stated that Avery
then told Dassey to ¢l some of Teresa Halbach's hair ofi, and Dassey stated that he did.
Dassey stated that Teresa Halbach was still alive at that time, so Sleven Avery went over .
to Teresa and put his hands around Halbach's neck and strangled her for approximately -
wo to three minutes, Dassey staled that Steven Avery then went to e bathroom and
washed the blood off of his hands. Dasszey siated that during this parod of hme Steven
also punched Teresa Halbach and had toid her to shut her mouth, :

]
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Dassay stated that he and Steven Avery than unshackled Teress Malbach and tied her up
with rope. Dassey and Steven Avery then carried the body of Taresa Halbach into Steven
Avery's detached garage, where they placed her in the back of her Toyola Rav 4. Dassey
stated that he believed that Teresa Halbach was dead because he did not see her
stomach moving anymore while they were camying her. Dassey staled that Steven Avery
wanted to take Teresa's body and durnp it in 2 pend in the Avery Salvage Yard., Dassey
stated that Avary then decided to burn the body instead. Dassay stated that there was
+ already a fire burring in the bum pit behing Stewen Avery's garage; Dassey had cbhserved
this fira burning when he first arrived al Steven Avery's frailer, Dassey and Sieven Avery
then removed Teresa Halbach's body from the vehicle and placed her botly onthe garage
floor. [rassey stated that Steven Avery then went o his residence and relrieved a 22
caliber rifle and retumed 1o the garage, where he proceesded to shoot Teresa Halbach
approximalely ten imes. Dassey statad that be shot her alt least once and possibly three
times in the lefl side of her head, and the remaining shots were to the mid-section of
Terssa Halbach's body, Dasssy staled that he did not know why Steven Avery shot

Terasa Halbach.

Dassey sisted that he and Sleven Avary placed Teresa Halbach's body onto a mller
creeper and thon transported her body to the fire which was alrgady burning behind
Steven Avery's garage. Dassey stated that he and Steven Awvery placed Teresa Halbach's

body on the fite and proceeded to place tres and brush on top of her. Dassey staled that
he and Stevan Avery then used a golf cart 1o relrigve additional items, including a car seat,
a wood cabinet, and additional brush and fires, which they then placed on top of Teresa

Halbach's body in the fire pit.

Dassey staled that Steven Avery then drove Teresa Halbach's Toyota Rav 4 back by the
tregs of the Avery Salvage Yard near the pond, Dassey staled thal he accompanied
Steven Avery in Teresa Halbach's vehicle. Dassey stated that he and Steven Avery fried
to conceal the vehicla by covering 1t with branches and a car hood. Dassay stated {hat
Steven Avery then removed ihe license plates from Teresa Halbach's vehicle and then
opened the vebicle hood. Dassey stated thal he did not know what Avery did under the
hood, however, Dassey stated that he and Steven Avery then returned o Aveny's traller
using the “ong way.” Dassey steted thal upon returning to Avery's trailer, he ohsenved
Awary place the kay for Teresa Halbach's Toyola Rav 4 In & dresser drawear in Avery's
bedroam. Dassey stated that Steven Avery totd him that he was glad Dassey had helped
him. Dassey staled that he and Steven Avery then removed the sheels fram Avery's bed
and took them cut to the fire pit and placed them in the fire, Dassey slated that Steven
Avery had him throw Teresa Halbach's clothing, which were “full of blood cleaned up” on
the firo. Dassey stated that Steven then asked Daszey to assist him in cleaning the
garage floor. Dassey stated that there ware two areas of blood located on Staven Avery's
garage floor. Dassey stated that he and Steven Avery used gasoline, paint thinher and
bleach to clean the floor, Dassey stated thal ke then received a phone call from his

mother {elling him that he nesded tv be home by 10 pam, Dassey staled that he then

reluraed o his residence, at which time he noficed the bleach stains on his pants.

Dassey stated that he recalled that Steven Avery received two-telephone calls from

- -Avany's giifiend, Jodi. Dassey stated tha! he believed that both telephone calls were
received while Teresa Halbach was stifl restrainsd in Avery's bedroom,

&
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Dassoy stated that Steven Avery had been scratchad on the finger and :hai It was
bleading, and he remembered Steven pulting & bandald on it when he went into his
residence to get the bleach, Dassey sisted that Steven Avery told him he was going o
crush Tercsa Halbach's car and commented, "The sooner the better.”

Dassey slated he spoke with Steven Avery at a later date, and Avery fold him that he
attempted to bury some of Halbach's hones as wall as chopped them up with a ghovel.
Dassey also stated that Steven Avery tald him he used a pall and removed some of her
bones from the burn pit and dumped them in the gravel git 1o the swest of Steven Avery's

property.

On February 27, 2006, your complainant spoke wilh Barb Janda. Barb Janda stated on
Qetobear 31, 2005, when Brendan Dassey returnad from Steven Avery's residence, Dassey
had bleach stains on his jeans. Barb Janda asked Dassey what happened o his jeans,
and he told her that his jeans were bleached while he was helping Steven Avery clean his
garage floor with bleach, Qn March 1, 2006, Investigator Wiegent recovered the jeans
worn by Dassay on October 31, 2005, Invesligator Weigert noted that the jeans contained
bleach spots and other stalns,

Based on the foregoing, the complainant believes this complaint o be true and comecl.

Subscribed and sworn to before me,
and approved for filing on:

45&.4. MQ /—Zﬁ Aﬁf@_&gﬂ

Cnmﬁla" nant

This 2™ day of March, 2008.

Aa Al

Kenneth h Kratz
Calumet County District Attorney
Manitowos County Specia) Prosecutor

State Bar No. 1013906
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